Flowerdale 
On the 6 June, 2010, VBRRA with Murrindindi Shire Council and their team from AECOM met members from your community and asked you questions about your township.

You told us these key themes are most important to you;

· Having an approach which unifies our communities
· Sustaining  a robust local economy 
· Achieving better connections to the world at large 
· Protecting the character of the area and promoting environmental values
· Living in a safe community
· Understanding development pressures and planning for sustainable future population growth    
· Focusing on local community amenity, health and wellbeing 
· Reducing the impact of travel and distance
· Protecting water quality and improving waste management
You told us these issues are important for this project to resolve

· Having a name which unifies places
· An identifiable single GPS location for safety and emergency

· A single unifying name and postcode

· Sustaining  a robust local economy 

· Supporting sustainable agribusiness

· Identifying and supporting viable enterprises

· Local food shops, café and tourist amenity including public toilets

· Improving job opportunities, particularly for youth and in tourism related areas
· Achieving better connections to the world at large 

· Affordable local power solutions

· Accessible communications for phone, IT, radio and tv, and 2 way radio
· Local accessible fuel and LPG

· Improving road safety particularly overtaking and passing lanes, improving road marking and the bridge to the store, managing speed,  improving visibility
· Protecting and promoting environmental values

· Clearing and recycling felled trees for fire safety and productive use

· Proactively managing road side vegetation and weeds 

· Beautifying local areas
· Resolving water quality, septic and water waste management issues efficiently 

· Protecting environmental assets, particularly the Creek
· Living in a Safe Community
· Improving safety of internal bridge connections and road networks 

· Safety on public  land private land and road sides especially from fire and extreme weather impacts

· Community amenity for enjoyment, recreation and to promote tourism

· An identifiable centre to the community 

· Well appointed open spaces including picnic spots with toilets to support comfort and tourism stays

· Comfortable, attractive streetscapes to support safe all abilities access and mobility including for bikes, horses, while managing trail bike use
· Well thought out areas for sustainable residential growth and jobs constrained by limitations on services required for a healthy life, while protecting agricultural land
· More public land for recreation, a memorials and visitor facilities 
· Understanding development pressures and planning for sustainable future population growth    

· Protecting local character in future  subdivision and block size

· Defining population growth aspirations and need for infrastructure and services to support this 

· Sustainable and affordable housing opportunities

· Having clarity about aspirations of the townships, now and into the longer term, without duplicating work already undertaken by the CRC 

· Focusing on local community amenity health, and wellbeing 

· Central accessible space for activities for local youth, and whole of community creativity activities
· Funding for youth and other activities which support connected community life
· Central accessible local spaces to support  early years health and learning, including a park, play infrastructure, a walking and bike track

· Central local spaces for sessional practitioners  including doctors and mental health, and ambulance
· Upgrade to the CFA shed
· Responsive internal bus connections, particularly supporting older peoples mobility 

· Safe bus stops

· Providing accessible local information including a notice board
· Providing opportunities for involving the local community in local decision making
· Reducing the impact of travel and distance

· Responsive daily  bus connections, and access to employment beyond the mountain including the Melbourne CBD, Yea, Whittesea, Seymour, Broadfield

· Protecting water quality and improving waste management

· Resolving water quality and issues from providing a potable supply, to rethinking spring water, ground, bore and commercial water permits in this context

· Managing waste and sewerage appropriately

· Managing post fire debris and new vegetation in creek beds

You told us you expect the following issues to be resolved for the project to be a success 

· Naming issues are resolved, proposing a single place name

· Surveying  people to ensure we know who we are planning for, as less than half the population has returned
· Ensuring the process is decisive and informed so it provides clarity about the way forward

· Providing a solution to public and community transport

· Provide accessible communication and community information, not just web based but at the Flowerdale Flyer Store, school and kinder, ongoing and throughout the project

· Providing smart solutions to radio, internet and tv access

· Facilitating community solutions for aging in place, and areas for family and youth

· Resolving access to infrastructure issues including access to electricity

· Proposing solutions to road constraints, road widening, and bridge repair issues 

· Accessing a 24 hour fuel supply available, possibly in Whittlesea

· Providing a CFA shed upgrade

· Resolving  everything in the CRC’s plan

· Supporting participation including encouraging people to join ‘work engines’, use this planning project as an opportunity to bring people together, listen to whole community, be owned by the community and maximize participation 

· Keeping people up to date with project information, provide opportunities for people to feed into project

· Work in partnership, build links and understanding between community organizations with others, including government departs and council work together
· Retaining the character

· Providing an action based plan, focused on  implementation, and providing progress on issues 
