Toolangi and Castella

On the 6 June, 2010, VBRRA with Murrindindi Shire Council and their team from AECOM met members from your community and asked you questions about your township.

You told us these key themes are most important to you;

Providing for Sustainable Growth

· Working out what kind of change is appropriate, 

· Determining how many people that means and where they might be housed while protecting the things we value

· Resolving conflicting aspirations over land use

Resolving Infrastructure supply and constraints issues
· Gas, water, sewerage and energy including renewable, exploring mainstream alternative and self sufficient opportunities
Providing for connectivity

· Supporting communication within and between communities, 

· Resolving local transport, retail, postal services, and signage opportunity
Supporting Lifestyle Choice and Amenity

· Intergenerational planning supporting ageing in place, housing diversity, and the addressing the needs of young people
· Local access to services for all, and to schools, including more flexible bus services supporting access to other out of school hours activities
· Providing a safe environment
Protecting the Environment

· Protection of natural values

 Supporting a Local Economy

· Tourist information and signage

· Protecting the value of natural environment for jobs and tourism
You told us these issues are important for this project to resolve

Providing for Sustainable Growth 

· Defining limits to population, how many people and where they should live

· Resolving long term land use planning and zoning
· Exploring energy use and production opportunities
· Providing linkages between assets and recreation spaces

· Providing local opportunity for petrol, retail and postal services

· Providing for a local refuge in a safe environments
· Defining and reinforcing what we value

· Providing a balance between the environment and people living in area, reinforcing environmental values

· Providing solutions that are realistic and ‘cost neutral’ to rate payers 
· Promoting solutions that have multiple outcomes for many groups of people

· Sharing, reusing and recycling to obtain better use of buildings

Resolving Infrastructure supply and constraints issues

· Providing better safer well maintained roads including access roads in and out from Meyers Creek Rd, Chum Creek

· Resolving logging truck, car, motorcyclist, cyclist and pedestrian, conflict and roads and footpaths maintenance issues

· Providing pedestrian infrastructure for safe mobility

· Renewing access to major forest walking trails

· Resolving issues with the five ways track used by utility providers

· Responsible provision of power, telephone, hard rubbish, law and order, roads and waterways management

Providing for connectivity;

· Exploring opportunities for information and connection, providing strategies to disseminate local information 

· Exploring safety issues for residents including transport and mobility safety
· Providing safe environments through improvements in refuge, communication, local and regional coordination, information on websites 

Supporting Lifestyle Choice and Amenity

· Planning for and managing population growth and change 
· Including younger families  while respecting 3rd and 4th generation family contributions
· Resolving the conflict between land for housing and rich arable agricultural land
· Providing access to local services supporting children and health care 

· Supporting communities through providing for ageing in place, leisure, employment and learning opportunities for younger people

· Explore opportunity for opening the discovery centre on weekends, expanding and promoting its potential 

· Supporting environmental reuse and recycling through hard waste collection

· Supporting environmental accountability for off-site environmental impacts 

· Minimising the cost of additional emergency services to residents
Protecting the Environment

· Protecting environmental values i.e. waterways and pipeline
· Recognising environment is an attraction for people to the area, manage it sensitively while preserving environmental values 

· Accountability for local environmental impacts

· Resolving the conflict between public access to the forest and logging

· Reviewing  land use planning and character of zones 

Supporting a Local Economy

· Providing more local long term and stable jobs, including in tourism

· Providing agricultural and forestry employment and opportunity in balance, seasonal and long term, while limiting harmful impacts on other environmental and employment opportunities, providing local accountability for environmental outcomes
· Thinking through tourism, strategies for tourism information, targeting appropriate tourism and setting boundaries around the impact

· Rethinking zoning and planning, providing limits to growth, while protecting heritage, identity, character and indigenous heritage

· Supporting tourism with opening the forest discovery centre on week-ends

· Promoting a Toolangi Festival 

You told us you expect the following issues to be resolved for the project to be a success 

· Community engagement in the process, overcome local disinterest, getting local industry involved
· Establishing a common direction, based on an understanding of character and community values, protecting the integrity of Toolangi, promoting enjoyment of natural values 

· Resolving land use issues with directions for  protecting safety, environment and heritage

· Improving real information to community through government sponsored website, community newsletter, emergency channel, new resident kits, information in local news letter ‘Talking Toolangi’, shop front sessions held in Toolangi

· Resolving broader infrastructure directions including access and mobility, roads safety and maintenance, transport, communication, connections, safety
· Resolving broader employment directions 

· Resolving broader environmental values including developing the forest, and forest related infrastructure for tourism 
· Resolving and balancing issues around environmental pollution and degradation including pollutants, run off, logging

· Resolving practical issues for the longer term, and for implementation 

· Providing local economic opportunity for retail and tourism
· Council taking ownership of the plan, adopting recommendations and taking action to implement them

· Funding to implement the plan
